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Welcome to the first newsletter of 2018. We hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas
and New Year with family and friends, and we would like to thank all of you for your kind
wishes and gifts. We hope you all like our new front door?

News for the Nest
We have had a very busy month settling in lots of new children, I’d like to welcome
Maverick, Isabel, Annalise, Lily, Seth, Isabelle and Erinn to the nursery and hope that
together with their families, they are settling well into nursery life. The relationships
between the children and the staff are wonderful to watch and the bonds between them
are already secure.

Arts and crafts for our spring display
The children have really enjoyed art and craft with paint and glue recently, so the staff have
produced a lovely spring display made of their beautiful art work. They have used sponges,
glue and paint to create lots of different effects.

The children have also explored
painting in a variety of ways such as
rolling cotton reels through the
paint to leave marks on the paper.

Getting messy
With all the wet weather
making an appearance during
January, the children have
enjoyed lots and lots of very
messy play! Hours of fun for
everyone.

Encouraging independence
Each and every day the staff encourage and promote a growing sense of independence in
the children. Right from an early age they are encouraged to feed themselves, drink from a
lidded cup and are encouraged to help with getting dressed and undressed after nappy
changes or when going outside.

The children are given lots and lots of praise and encouragement to develop a ‘sense of self
as an individual’ so much so they will then often refuse any help from an adult!

News from Apple and Plum rooms
This month I’d like to welcome lots of new children and their families to the nursery.
Welcome to Thomas, Destiny, George, Harrison, Harley, Alfie, Rocky and Jack. All the
children are settling in really well and finding their feet.

Mark making madness month!
The children have enjoyed
opportunities to make marks in a
huge variety of ways this month.
On icy windows, in shaving foam,
on sequin mats, in sand, making
shopping lists, using stencils,
practising our names and
drawing some amazing pictures.

There was even an opportunity to make marks with cars on a giant road map

Inspired by a setting in Italy this month, we have also used cling film and tables in a very
interesting way! Turning the table upside down and wrapping the cling film around the legs,
the staff placed cars between the layers of film and encouraged the children to paint roads.

If you have 5 minutes we’d really appreciate it if you would add a
review of the nursery on our Facebook page.
Thank you

Using books as a reference
Following the children’s love of bugs and bug hunts the staff
have been supporting and extending their investigations by
adding reference books to the activities.
This has helped encourage language, questioning,
observation and developed knowledge and an understanding
that books can be used to find information, not just for
stories.

Family information
Did you know that upstairs, just along the corridor from the
baby and toddler rooms, we have a small lending library of
handy books covering subjects like weaning, sleeping and potty
training?
We also have a board covered in handy ‘parent’s guides’ giving
information and guidance about subjects like biting, sleeping,
talking etc. If you have 5 minutes come and have a look.
We are always grateful for books that you may have found
useful and perhaps no longer need.

Some reminders
Please label your child’s clothes.
It is getting very difficult for staff to reunite children with jumpers and coats when they aren’t
clearly named. Many of you shop in the same shops and so we have many duplicate items of
clothing, but in varying sizes! To help us out and to avoid any lost items, can I please ask that
all clothing is clearly named.
We cannot be held responsible for anything that goes missing that doesn’t have a name on it.
Thank you.

Suitable outdoor clothing and footwear
Can I please ask that ALL the children in the nursery no matter how small, come with a suitable
warm and waterproof outdoor coat. We try and get the children outside every day whatever
the weather and usually the only thing that stops us is the wrong clothing. Although we
provide all in one suits, these are not warm and we would ask that those children who are
walking, must have suitable footwear. We do have a small supply of welly boots but not
enough for everyone. Thank you.

Coming up Chinese New Year – during the week of the 12th February the children will be celebrating
Chinese New Year, encouraging them to look at and learn more about other people’s and
other countries customs and celebrations

World Book Week and World Book Day – From Monday the 26th February we will be
celebrating World Book week and on Thursday the 1st March, everyone is encouraged to come
dressed up as a book character or bring in their favourite book to share with their friends.

Easter egg hunt – look out for your invitation to this year’s Easter Egg Hunt which will be sent
out later in February.

Future events for 2018
Dates for your diaries
Chinese New Year – week commencing 12th February

The staff and children will be celebrating the year of the Dog and looking at different cultures
and celebrations.
World book week – Monday 26th February to Friday 2nd March

The children and staff will be participating in World Book Day on Thursday 1st March dressing
up as their favourite book character.
Annual Easter egg Hunt – Saturday 24th March

This fantastic event will be taking place once again for all of the children and families.
Parents evenings – May (dates to be confirmed)

We will be offering 10 minute appointments with your Childs key person to chat about their
progress and next steps.
Sports Day – Friday 20th July

The nursery will host its 5th sports day for all our 3 and 4 year olds on Friday 20th July.
Leavers party – Saturday 11th August

Our annual farewell party for all our ‘big school’ boys and girls
Photographer – September (date to be confirmed)

Our annual visit from Concept photography
Parents evenings – October (dates to be confirmed)

We will be offering 10 minute appointments with your child’s key person to chat about their
progress and next steps
Pumpkin competition – Wednesday 31st October

We will once again be hosting a pumpkin week with a pumpkin carving competition for
children, parents and staff.
Children in Need – Friday 16th November

We will once again be showing our support for this charity by having a themed day
Christmas Fair – Saturday 8th December

Our annual Christmas fair for all attending children and their families

