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Welcome to our first newsletter of 2019 

 

We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year break.  

Thank you to everyone for your cards, gifts and well wishes. 

News from The Nest 

After their lovely long break spent with family and friends, all the babies settled into their 

routines again quickly. 

We have lots of budding artists in the group who just love painting and sticking at the 

moment. Every opportunity they have, staff are providing different types of resources and 

materials to allow the children to explore this interest further. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Caring for others 

The children closely watch the adults during their day and see 

them provide comfort and care to the other children in the 

rooms. Very often children begin to mimic these actions in their 

early role play and one thing they all love doing is comforting 

their own ‘babies’ and getting them off to sleep in the cosy 

corners. 

As well as role playing these 

experiences, the children are 

beginning to understand empathy 

and become aware of the needs 

and feelings of others. The 

toddlers can be seen giving a baby 

their comforter or dummy when 

they are upset, without adult interaction or prompting. 

Allowing the children time to play with dolls encourages them 

to be loving and caring towards others and we see this first 

hand every day. 

 

 

 

Current availability 

In the Nest, our baby and toddler rooms from February and into March spaces start to 

become available on all days throughout the week. 

Downstairs for our 2,3 and 4-year-old children, we have limited places available in the 

mornings, but more places available for the afternoon sessions. 

 
With the availability of the 30 hours funding, some of you may be considering increasing your 
child’s time with us at some point in the future and our advice is that it’s never too early and 
we don’t want anyone to miss out on a place with us. 
 

Don’t forget our £100 referral reward. Just ask the other person making the enquiry or 

booking to mention your name. 

 

 



News from Apple and Plum rooms 

We have welcomed Alina, Ronnie and Reuben to the rooms this month and I hope together 

with their families they are settling in well to nursery life. 

Its all about loose parts play … 

The ethos of loose parts play has well and truly taken off here. The children love having 

access to open ended resources that allow them to be creative, imaginative and develop 

their critical thinking skills while collaborating with others to share ideas and processes. 

 

At the end of last year, we hosted an in-house training evening for 

the staff team to ensure that everyone understands the theory 

and provided them with an opportunity to put it into practice. 

 

If any parents would be interested in learning more about loose 

parts play, we would be more than happy to host an evening for 

you to come and get hands on and learn a little bit more about 

the theory and learning behind it all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Look what we’ve been doing with the loose parts... 

    

 

 

 

 

Provocations to play - The three little pigs 

What is a Provocation? Something that provokes and invites learning, interest, creativity and 

thoughts. They allow children to freely explore, create and critically think. 

Here is an example of a provocation set up after sharing the story of the Three Little Pigs. The 

children were left to use the resources in the way they chose to. They recreated the story 

without adult interaction or prompting. 

 

 

Working hard to make a rainbow 

Practising my fine motor skills 
using tweezers 

I'm a magician! Carefully 
stacking cups 

Practising my counting 



Following children’s interests 

Each and every day across the nursery what we do with the 

children is determined by the children. We follow their 

interests and lines of enquiry to help them make sense of the 

world around them and acquire new skills along the way. 

One lunchtime a child asked where pasta came from. This led 

to a large discussion about how pasta was made. To help the 

children understand it, what better way than to make their 

own pasta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children followed the recipe and used the pasta machine to roll the pasta, which was 

then used in the lasagne for the whole nursery. 

 

Parent questionnaire 

Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to complete our recent 

parent questionnaire. We have evaluated the responses received and 

will be contacting those individuals who raised any concerns or 

disagreed with any of the questions. 

The questionnaire was sent out via ParentMail, if you didn’t receive it or 

were unable to access it, please let us know and we will provide you 

with a paper copy. 

If you would like copy of the results please do not hesitate to ask and we will send one out 

to you. 

Two-year checks 

Don’t forget to let us know when you have your child’s 2-year developmental check 

appointment through. We are required to provide you with a written summary of your 

child’s development to share with the health visitor during the check. 

We will complete this summary with you, so please just let us know and we can arrange a 

convenient time to chat with your child’s key person.  



Employee of the month 

As well as our employee of the year award that recognises a 

member of staff who has consistently gone ‘above and 

beyond’ we have introduced an employee of the month 

award. This award acknowledges and recognises a member of 

staff who has planned, resourced and provided inspiring, fun 

and exciting activities to provoke learning and engagement.  

This month’s winner is Rosie.  

Rosie has spent time with the children getting to know their 

interests and has developed these interests to help the 

children meet their next steps. The activities she has 

provided have been brilliant, fun and engaging for all 

the children of all ages. Well done Rosie! 

 

 

 

Get your diaries ready …. 

Events calendar for 2019 

Chinese New Year –  week commencing 4th February 

World book week –  Monday 4th March to Friday 8th March 

Annual Easter egg Hunt –  Saturday 13th April 

Parents evenings –   May (dates to be confirmed) 

Sports Day –    to be confirmed 

Leavers party –   Saturday 3rd August 

Photographer –   to be confirmed 

Parents evenings –   October (dates to be confirmed) 

Pumpkin competition –  Thursday 31st October 

Children in Need –   Friday 15th November 

Christmas Fair –   Saturday 14th December 

 


